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groups, thirty in all. Three demes, one from each region, were combined as a single "tribe," thus forming ten wholly artificial tribes between which there could be neither local antagonisms nor antagonisms based upon the old clan idea. Each tribe sent fifty members of the new Council of Five Hundred, the number being apportioned among the demes of which the tribe was composed. The representatives, subsequently if not at first, were chosen by lot annually, though each member had to be passed as a fit and proper person by the outgoing council. The councillors of each tribe acted as a committee of the whole council, in rotation, for thirty-two days. With the reforms of Cleisthenes, which definitely made Athens as democracy in the last decade of the sixth century, we reach the stage when we can turn to the story of the creation of the persian power with which Hellas was about to come into conflict.
H/^The Rise of the Persian Empire, 560-500 B.C.
Between the years 560 and 550 the Persian Cyrus deposed the Mede Astyages, an enterprise in which he was certainly assisted by some of the Median nobles. An Asiatic prince who wins a throne in such circumstances has always found it necessary to establish his prestige and power by aggression against his neighbors.
The new Persian-Median kingdom, along the whole length of its southern border from the Persian Gulf to the Taurus Range, marched with the decadent empire of Babylon. On the west it marched with the powerful and wealthy Lydian kingdom of Croesus, which had just absorbed Ionia. The deposition of Astyages, who was the Lydiati king's brother-in-law, aroused the alarm, or the ambition, or both, of Croesus* From Astyages he had had nothing to fear, whereas it was more than probable that Cyrus would attack him. On the other hand, if he himself took the offensive, as the kinsman and protector of the deposed monarch, he might obtain support from the Median nobility, and not only overthrow the usurper, but establish a Lydian as* cendency over the Median dominion.
Croesus was a great admirer of the Hellenes, and before moving he consulted the Oracle of Apollo at Delphi, which advised him, with an ambiguity which he did not detect, that "if he crossed the Halys he would destroy a great kingdom." He did cross the Halys. In due time Cyrus marched against him; and the first battle, though in itself indecisive, taught the Lydian that he had brought upon himself an exceedingly formidable foe. He retreated into his own dominions, and strove hastily to form an alliance with the other Powers for common resistance to the new danger. He appealed to Egypt, to Babylon, and to .Sparta as the head of the Greeks, But Egypt was distant, Sparta was ever slow to move, and Nabonidus was immersed in archaeology;